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Commissioner for Patents 

On or about 4 December 2003 (i.e. following the second Notice of Allowance PTO-37 dated 23 September 2003), the Examiner 
received a copy of a single reference, Shupe, et al., U.S. 3,945,439 (23 Mar. 1976) from the filing staff at the USPTO, but which did 
not have an Information Disclosure Statement PTO-1449 attached. The Examiner checked the other two Information Disclosure 
Statements which had already been reviewed and initialed prior to allowance, however, the Shupe reference did not appear in either 
listing of references. Accordingly, the Examiner concluded that perhaps another IDS containing the Shupe reference had not been 
reviewed prior to allowance, and that counsel for Applicants should be contacted to determine whether this was indeed the case. On 4 
December 2003, Examiner Barth telephoned Attorney Tyler to enquire into whether there might be an unsigned IDS with the Shupe 
reference in Counsel's file. Attorney Tyler reviewed his file, and determined that a third IDS containing the Shupe reference was 
indeed unsigned, thus bearing out the supposition that said IDS had never been reviewed. Attorney Tylor indicated that the IDS 
containing the previously unreviewed references would be submitted forthwith. 

On 30 December 2003, Examiner Barth received a copy of the third IDS entitled "Supplemental Information Disclosure 
Statement", which is stamped by OIPE with the date 29 May 2003. Due to the file stamp from OPIE, the Examiner finds that the 
Supplemental IDS was received in the USPTO prior to the mailing of both the first and second Notices of Allowance, but was lost 
within the Patent Office, thus having never reached the Examiner. Therefore, Applicants are entitled to a substantantive review of the 
references listed on said IDS. 

Accordingly, the Examiner has reviewed all of the references contained in the Supplemental IDS dated 29 May 2003, and finds that 
none of the references affect the patentability of the instant Application. A copy of the signed IDS is attached hereto. 
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